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I. 4 Letter from Mr Buflicre, F R- S concers-
ing a Subftance cough'd up refembdling the vef-
Jels of the Lungs.

S IR,

Ere is an obfervation which will prove how ufe-
- ful the opening of dead bodies is to Phyficians
and Surgeouns.

A Boy of s5.ycars:old dy'd at Kenfingtor of a dry Cough
and Confumption 3 a year before he dy’d he was troubled
with a dry’dCough, which continu’d ever fince, {pitting
now and then a little quantity of blood 5 ten or twelve
days before he dyed’, his Nurfe took notice of fome.
thick skin , asfhe faid , he fpit out. His Phyfician
having examined.one of them; found it had: the con-
filtence and fhape of a Veflel, which made him think it
might perhaps be fome Veffel of the Lungs, fuch as
Telpins mentioneth of fome that have {pit out the
Veins of their Lungs, (Tulpii obfavationes lib. 2. obferv.

12, & 14) The Child being dead, I was fent by his-

Relations to open the body.. I began by the dbdomen,
in which T found nothing of motnent, except that the
Omentuns was.quite deftitute of fat, {o were likewife all

the parss of the body, the glandules of the Mefenterinm:

were hardned and blackifh.

Then I did open the Breaft, the parts whereof did
100k at firlt very found, thoin the left fide of the Lungs
I found a little purulent Sanies, after which I did diffect
the Trachea Arteriathe infide of which 1found incrafta-
ted with a {limy membrane, which Ftook off” from the

Tracheajand the Branches in the Lungs,infornuch;that that
Pe!-
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Pellicula made a perfe® Veflel from the Larinx to
the very extremities of the Bronchies, of which it came
off very eafily without breaking either the Trunk or
the Branches, juft as you feeit in Fig. 1. I did
obferve that it did adhere to the inward coat of the
Trachea, only by fome fmall Filaments which were
{fo tender that they broke off eafily, which made me
think the prodution of that extraordinary Veflel was
nothing but the mucilaginous humour which is_conti-
nuaily difcharged by the Glanduiez of the Trachea,
which being grown more clammy by the diftemper,
was reduced to a kind of Jelly by the drynefs of the
air, which drynefs not permitting the {pitting it out,
incruftated the infide of the Trachea and Brouchies, and
growing thicker, was at laft ‘fhaken off by the violent
fit of Cougliing the Child was fome time taken with,
and then was renew’d again by the {ucceeding Mucws.

Having taken this new veflcl out of the lungs, Idid
put it in hat water, to try if it could be diffolved by
it 5 but it did refitt, and I brought it to town, and
took the figure of it fomething lefler than it was na-
turally.

Th}e veflels of the lungs, that is, the Trachea and
Pronchies, the pulmenary arteries and veins were as
whole as could be.

This, 1 hope, will undeceive them, who upon the
report or teftimony of fome Authors, believe that a
man may {pit cut the blood veflels of his lungs.

Sce Fig. 1.

See a like cafe No. 235. p. 780.in thefe Tranfattions,

I. A4
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